
2/3/2021

1

10 Essential Public Health Services
As applied to local policy decisions

AAron Davis, MPA, MBA
Director, Center for Public Health Initiatives

Community Engagement Institute
Wichita State University

10 Essential Public Health Services (EPHS)

• Original framework - 1994 
• Revised Framework - 2020

• Description of activities that public health 
systems should undertake in all communities

• Model is rooted in Health Equity
• Three core functions: assessment, policy 

development, and assurance
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Let’s Make 
Community Change

1. Identify & assess the 
situation

2. Create interventions
that work & that last

3. Assure your systems 
can do steps 1 & 2

*Photo by Third Serving on Unsplash

THE 10 ESSENTIAL 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
SERVICES 
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THE 10 ESSENTIAL 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
SERVICES 

Policy Development

EPHS #4 - Strengthen, support, and mobilize communities 
and partnerships to improve health

This service includes:
• Convening and facilitating multi-sector 

partnerships and coalitions that include 
sectors that influence health (e.g., 
planning, transportation, housing, 
education, etc.)

• Authentically engaging with community 
members and organizations to develop 
public health solutions 

• Learning from, and supporting, existing 
community partnerships and 
contributing public health expertise
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EPHS #5 - Create, champion, and implement policies, 
plans, and laws that impact health 

This service includes:
• Developing and championing policies, plans, and laws 

that guide the practice of public health

• Providing input into policies, plans, and laws to ensure 
that health impact is considered

• Continuously monitoring and developing policies, 
plans, and laws that improve public health and 
preparedness and strengthen community resilience 

• Working across partners and with the community to 
systematically and continuously develop and 
implement health improvement strategies and plans, 
and evaluate and improve those plans

Photo by Nick Hillier on Unsplash

EPHS#6 - Utilize legal and regulatory actions designed to 
improve and protect the public’s health

This service includes:

• Ensuring that applicable laws are equitably 
applied to protect the public’s health

• Conducting enforcement activities that may 
include, but are not limited to sanitary codes, 
especially in the food industry; full protection of 
drinking water supplies; and timely follow-up on 
hazards, preventable injuries, and exposure-
related diseases identified in occupational and 
community settings

• Including health considerations in laws from other 
sectors (e.g., zoning, housing, etc)
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THE 10 ESSENTIAL 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 

To protect and promote the health of all people 
in all communities

The 10 Essential Public Health Services provide a 

framework for public health to protect and promote 

the health of all people in all communities. To achieve 

equity, the Essential Public Health Services actively 

promote policies, systems, and overall community 

conditions that enable optimal health for all and seek 

to remove systemic and structural barriers that have 

resulted in health inequities.  Such barriers include 

poverty, racism, gender discrimination, ableism, and 

other forms of oppression. Everyone should have a 

fair and just opportunity to achieve optimal health and 

well-being.
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Next Steps….

• Identify your HiAP champion
• Ask your LHD about their ability to support HiAP
• Connect with your Community Health Coalition about their ability to support 

HiAP

• Support the development of yo LHD to engage in the 10 EPHS
• Invite Local Health Department to work across sectors
• Pilot Health Impact Checklist on your decisions
• Put in the back of your mind with every issue “What about health?”
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